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Notes

The twenty Entrance and Communion Antiphons I selected for inclusion in the Honey from the Rock collections
were chosen quite intentionally. The first criterion was selecting text that had the potential to be used on Sundays
beyond the prescribed Sunday. The second criterion was that the text speak to me, in the hopes that a setting I
composed would be inspiring to other Black Catholics as well as the wider Church. I believe “Sing to Your Name”

has that capacity. It is the Entrance Antiphon designated for the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time.

‘The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM) states that the purpose of the Entrance Chant is to “open the
celebration” and “foster the unity of those who have been gathered.” (GIRM 47) One of the greatest ways we can
foster unity and celebrate our gathering together is through the act of singing! Science has shown that the act of
singing, the very act of breathing together, fosters unity and community. Singing also releases endorphins in the
body as well as other hormones that support feelings of community. How better for the assembly to prepare to

engage in the festivities of the liturgy than to sing to the Lord?

The recurring antiphon is accessible enough for the assembly to embody and sing after hearing a few times. I
suggest having the choir sing the antiphon completely in unison before singing the harmony in the second half.

The verses may be sung by the choir in unison, a cantor, or in alternation.

As the piece is intended to accompany the ritual action, one may choose to sing only as many verses as needed to
support the ritual action. A gospel “vamp” section begins at m. 104. It is possible to conclude the piece at m. 104
by simply playing the tonic chord (D) in place of the F7 that begins the vamp. The vamp pays homage to the
contrapuntal gospel choir vamp of the 1980s and 1990s. Beginning with the sopranos at m. 108, the voices are
layered in one at a time, each taking joy in their particular exhortation. Once all the parts enter you may repeat

the vamp as many times as desired. If the piece is sung without choir, the vamp may be omitted.

With its extended gospel vamp at the end, “Sing to Your Name” may be most useful and appropriate for times
of great solemnity and times of high celebration. This setting was inspired in part by my recollection of choir
processions in the Black Church. It was always a joy to hear and see the choir process with great energy, excitement,

and joy. It set the atmosphere for what was to come. I pray this setting does that for your assembly.

—DM. Roger Holland I1

About the Composer

M. Roger Holland II is a Teaching Associate Professor in Music and Religion and Director of The Spirituals
Project at the Lamont School of Music, University of Denver. He earned his MDiv degree from Union Theological
Seminary in New York City, where he also served as Artist-in-Residence and director of the Union Gospel Choir
for over thirteen years. Union awarded him the 2015 Trailblazers Distinguished Alumni Award (the first for a
graduate whose ministry is music), for his contributions to the legacy of African American music. He received
a master’s (piano performance) from the Manhattan School of Music (New York City) and majored in music

education (concentration in piano and voice) at Westminster Choir College (Princeton, New Jersey).

Roger is Liturgical Music Consultant for the Archdiocese of New York Office of Black Ministry, as well as Music
Director for their special Masses at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Commissioned works include 7he Dream and The
Dreamer, The Tribulation Suite, The Call, Agnus Dei and Magnificat. Original music collections include Building
Up the Kingdom (featuring the single “Worthy God”) and his four-volume Honey from the Rock. He has played
for the Broadway productions of 7he Color Purple and the Tony,-winning Memphis. Timothy Cardinal Dolan,
Archbishop of New York, presented Roger with the Pierre Toussaint Medallion for service in November 2016.
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SING TO YOUR NAME

Psalm 66 M. Roger Holland II
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